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[E2 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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X coop __RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house on North Commerce Street is one of
the earliest surviving buildings in Centreville.
A dated brick in the east face of the chimney estab-
lishes that it was built in 1798, only a few years
after the town was laid out.

The house has been through an unusually complex
series of alterations and additions. The original,
story-and-a-half house was of frame construction on

a high brick foundation. It was three bays wide

and one room deep, with a steeply pitched gable roof

and a single flush brick chimney centered on the

south gable. During the second quarter of the 19th
century the house was enlarged by adding a frame
addition to the rear. The roof was rebuilt, with a
gambrel on the front and a cat slide or salt box
roof on the rear. In the late 19th century, it was
again enlarged, this time by raising the rear
addition to a full two stories., The roof was raised
correspondingly. The gambrel was simply extended

to a new, higher peak, and the catslide on the rear
was raised to meet it. Either simultaneously or

at a later date, a two story frame ell was also added to

the rear, projecting from the north end of the west

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, this is one of the most
interesting houses in Queen Anne's County. It has
evolved through a series of relatively complex
changes, yet sufficient evidence remains of each
period of construction to allow analysis. A brick
in the chimney dated 1798 establishes this house

. as one of the earliest surviving buildings in
Centreville. The present appearance of the house
dates principally to the second period of construc-
tion, circa 1820-1830. Further alterations and
a rear wing date to the late 19th century.

Exterior details of note include the early
beaded weatherboards, corner boards, and rakeboards
as well as the front cornice, dormers, and front
door. The interior is virtually intact to the
second building phase, and features a paneled
stair, a handsome Federal mantel, and all of the
early baseboard, chairrail, door and window

surrounds, and two simple mantels. Also of interest

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7.1 DESCRIPTION

facade,

Desnite the complexity of this develorment, the
street facade, facing east, remains much the same
as it was following the first alteration. The high
foundation is laid in two and three-course comnon ﬁonﬂ,
and.is mnierced by three cellar windows. The three bay
fenestration is probably original, but the first floor
windows have late 19th century sash. The door is located
in the north bay, with two-over-two windows in the
south and center bays. There are three siX-over-six
shed roof dormers on the second floor.

The north gable has been altered considerably over
{hﬁ years, but architectural evidence remains to trace
most of the changes. There is a bulkhead entrance to
the cellar at the east end of the foundation. This is

3 3}

enclosed by a franme entrance with a gable roof and

narrow douhle batten doors. There is no evidence of

early windo on i first f£loc at this end, but a
seam near fthe center of tl gable on the sccond fleor
sug:- ts the location of an early six-over-si ! .
The r ad on h odern doubhle i nac 0 thi
first floo and a single six-—-over-six window on the
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

the center of the enlarged upper gable,

On the rear facade of the addition, there is a
modern nicture window in the left (north) bay and a
six-over-six window in the second bay»bn the first
floor. Two six-over-six windows are similarly placed
on the second floor. The remainder of the rear facade
is covered by the rear ell, a two story frame structure
that‘is three bays long and one room deen, with six-
-over-six windows and german siding.

The brick chimney back is exposed on the south gable
up to the first floor eave, There is an original six-
over-six window on the west side of the chimney on the
first floor and a pair of four-light windows flank the
chimney on the second floor. The south gable of the
rear addition has one six-over-six window in the west
bay on the first and second floor and a two-over-two
window in the unner gable.

Apparently the earliest siding dates to the second
period of construction. It qusinfn of beaded horizontal
weatherbhoards secured with machine nails. These are
generally obscured by rust and/or naint, but aopear
similar to transitional machine-made nails with hand-

struck heads. If so, they could date to the original

1

house, This early siding is carried across the entire
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

street facade and extends uvo partially ipto the upper
gables of the gable ends. It also remains on the first
floor and both the gables and the rear facade of the
first addition. When the rear addition was raised,
similar beaded siding was used for the second floor

and upper gables, but this siding is distinctly different
in that it clearly displays nachine saw marks on the
exterior face. The use of beaded siding on such a late
.addition would ordinarily be surprising, but evidently
it was used here in an attempt to match the existing
siding. The disregard for the saw marks suggests that
and this stock

beaded siding was no longer available

et

was rather carelessly produced from plain boards either
at the mill or on the site.
Earlv beaded corner boards and tanered and beaded
rakebhoards remain on the front section of the house.
The upper nitch of the front gambrel roof does not have
headed rakeboards, so these evidently date to the second
neriod of construction.
An early cornice also remains on the front facade,
with a crown mold amnlied to the fascia hoard and a
bed mold below the soffit.

The interior nlan of the house apnears to b
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7.4 DESCRIPTION

original, but all interior trim dates to the second
period of construction. The original house has a side
hall, single parlour plan wiéh the stair hall to the
north. The stair rises along the north wall of the
hall to a landing at the rear. It is an open string

; ° ”
stair with a square newel with chamfered edges, sguare
ballusters, and a simple rail. The stair ends are
decorated with scrolled brackets, the carriage piece
is beaded, and the area helow the carriage is paneled.
Beaded baseboard and a simple chairrail remain intact
throughout the first floor. The front door is an
early six-panel door with a four light transom. A
second six-panel door remains between the hall and the
parlour. The fireplace surround in the parlour is a
very fine examnle of a Federal mantel, It consists of
a board surround with the fascia broken into two fic¢lds
by a fine nolding. A bnld ogee molding defines the
fireplace onening, and is surmounted by two narrow side

blocks and a large center block, all embellished with

vertical reeding. These blocks sunport a molded shelf
dominated by a cyma-astragal molding. The shelf
breaks forward above each block.
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7.5 DESCRIPTION

exterior openings as well as the door bhetween the hall
and the parlour and both doors leading to the rear
adédition.

The rear addition is slightly lower than the
original house, and the interior has been altered
considerably. Based on the reccllections of the present
owners, the rear wing probably originally consisted of
two rooms with a later, enclosed winder stair in the
southwest corner of the north room., Both the stair and
the partition were removed, however, onening up the rear
“into a single large room. The firenlace on the south
wall rotnins an early mnantel vhich is clearly a
simmlified version of the mantel in. the front warlour.
This consists of a2 =molded board surround with two
vlain blocks and a molded shelf, According to Mrs.
Boyles, there was a chairrail and baseboard in both
rear roons bhefore they were nodernized,

T‘{.n" secaond floor of the early house is divided
into three roons. 1 heated sleeping chamber is
located at the south end of the house, while

longitudinal rnartition wall divides the north end

into an unheated chamber on the strecrt facade and a
stair hall to the rear. The ecarly railing and ballus-

ters around the stair opening have survived, as well
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7.6 DESCRIPTION

as the beaded baseboard, molded chairrail, and two
interior six-panel doors. A door has heen cut through

to directly connect the two sleening chamhers, probably

!
in the late 19th century. The mantel has also
survived, and is almost identical to tﬂﬂ mantel in
the rear parlour on the first floor. Door openings
have been cut throudh the rear wall of hoth the south
chamber and the stair hall to allow access to the two
bedrooms created when the rear addition was raised.
These - two openings may have once been rear dormérs,
in which case the roof of the first rear addition could
not have come up above the rear cornice. If this is the
case, then the second stage of the house would have
consisted of a gambrel roof house with a rear lean-to,
rather than the rear cat slide described earlier,
Framing evidence necessary to resolve this conflict
is not wvisible,

The roof framing above the main house is tynical
of ganbrel roof houses in this area. The unper set
of- rafters rest on a flat curb plate and are secured
at the ridge with a negqged, center-cut mortise-and-
tenon joint. The curb nlates rest on ton of the

collars, which also serve as ceiling joists. These
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7.7 DESCRIPTION

are mortise-and-tenoned to the lower rafter pairs,
which nresumably rest on flat false nlates sunported
by the second floor joists. All visible nails in the
roof frame are maéhine made, excent for scattered
wrought nails that are probably left over from the
eaflipr roof. The primary evidence for the earlief
gable roof is the original drip course on the chimney.
This 1is now located inside the attic, but clearly
served the earlier roof. The dated brick is located
anproximately eight courses above the drin course,

and is still visible from outside. The chimney was
raised several feet higher when the roof was changed
to a gambrel. Although the presence of an earlier
drip course is relatively positive evidence of the
earlier roof, this assuuntion is further supnorted

by the consistent use of machine made nails in the

existing roof. These should not have been available
in Centreville before about 1815, and couléd net have
been uscd in a house built in 17992,

The cellar under the original nortion of the
house is extremely interesting. Although the wresen
board nartitions and nlastered ceiling appear ouil

early, these are later features, Seams in the front
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foundation wall indicate that a bulkhead entrance

'was located on the center of the street facade.

A cellar window to the south of the door has also been
blocked up. The ceiling joists are hewn and were
originally exposed and whitewashed. A large cooking
firenlace is located on the center of the south gable
wall. There is an original oven built into the left
side of the chimney, and the early iron fireplace crane
remains in nlace, secured to the west wall of the
firebox with iron pintels. Brick pavers are still
evident on the floor in the south end of the cellar.
The partitions all appear to be later additions,

and tho‘cniling was Dlastered with machine lath and
machine nails. an interior stair along the north gable
wall was cut in and is constructed with machine nails.
A door in the rear wall at the south end leads to a
dark, unused cellar bhelow the rear addition. The
ceiling joists in this room are exposed and white-
washed, however, suggesting that this space may have
been used at one time. There is no fireplace, however,

only a brick chimney base on the south wall.
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227 North Commerce Street
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